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INTRODUCTION 
In  a democracy t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  t h e  kind o f  
educa t ion  h e  needs  i s  t h e  b i r t h r i g h t  o f  each c h i l d .  I n  e a r l y  
y e a r s  of t h i s  count ry  t h i s  was n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  n o r  w a s  it 
thought  t o  be necessary.  But today t h i s  has become a r e a l i t y ,  
A high schoo l  educa t ion  is  wi th in  the r e a c h  o f  every c h i l d  
i n  America. But t h i s  educa t ion  must be good as w e l l  as free. 
Every c h i l d  should have the chance t o  get an educa t ion  con- 
sonan t  w i t h  h i s  needs ,  t a l e n t s ,  and in te res t s . '  Americans 
now provide  a free educat ion f o r  many, b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is  
a good, a meaningful education provided? 
To p r e p a r e  youth f o r  l i f e  i n  a changed socl&y, s choo l s  
cannot  fo l low an unchanged e d u c a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  Changes In 
s c h o o l  cur r icu lum have n o t  always k e p t  pace w i t h  t h e  changing 
world i n t o  which we send our  young people. If cur r icu lum 
r e v i s i o n  i s  t o  be  meaningful  and c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  cumiculum 
workers  must make u s e  o f  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  da t a .  One source of 
Informat ion is  t h e  group o f  parsons most a f f e c t e d  by  t h e s e  
r e v i s i o n s ,  t h e  young people themseves, The follow-up s tudy  
l ~ l l f f o r d  P. R o s h l i c h ,  Guidance Serrlces Schools  
(New York: MoGraw - H i l l  Book Company, 1958), pp. 1-2. 
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g i v e s  t h e  school  a b a s i s  f o r  Judging t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which it 
meets t h e  l i f e  needs of  t h e  youth it serves.  It a l s o  sug- 
g e s t ~  the  kinds of  needs which must be met.' 
I. STATEITENT OF THE PROSLEM 
The primary purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy w a s  t o  attempt t o  
a s c e r t a i n  how w e l l  the  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  program of  Urbandale 
High School has functioned i n  p repar ing  i t s  graduates  f o r  
work and f o r  f u r t h e r  education. It w a s  t o  h e l p  determine 
how many graduates  pursued and completed f u r t h e r  educat ion,  
as w e l l  as what types o f  employment were found by both  t h e  
c o l l e g e  and non-college people. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  it w a s  t o  f i n d  
how w e l l  t h e s e  people f e l t  t h e i r  needs had been met i n  areas 
of personal  i n t e r e s t .  From t h i s  s tudy,  recomendat ions  f o r  
f u r t h e r  curriculum changes and r e v i s i o n s  a r e  t o  be  made. 
11. C O ? l ~ I T P  .4ND SCHOOL 
Urbandale, Iowa, t he  community involved i n  t h i s  
survey,  has been a p a r t  of  t h i a  changing world. It I s  a 
middle-class r e s i d e n t i a l  comuni%y loca ted  a t  t h e  northwest 
c o r n e r  o f  Das Foines, t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  of  Iowa. As a r e s u l t  
o f  numerous housing developments , t h e  populat ion of  Urbandale 
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increased from 1,777 at the time of the 1950 census to 5,821 
in 1960. Although sevepal i n d u s t r i e s  have loca ted  i n  Urbandale 
ic the past f i v e  years, most of the r e s i d e n t s  are employed 
in nearby Des Roines, 
Des Eolaes and i ts  facilities affur4 the oppor tuni ty  
for b t b  employment and &ucztion for t h e  Urbandale Eigh 
School gmduate w i t h o u t  his having to leave home, 
The school has f e l t  the impact of t h i s  rapid l n c r e e s e  
in population, PartAcuIarly i n  physical facil itfcs,  t h e  
scbctl has not been able to keep pace w i t h  the i n c r e a s f n g  
nuwbers of students, Since 1953, at which t i m e  a l l  t h e  s t u -  
dents, k i rde~gar ten  tbrcrugh 12th grade, w e r e  housed i n  one 
school buildfw, four addftional buildings have been completed, 
and a new high school i s  under cons t ruc t ion  a t  t h e  p resen t  
time. 
DtZlrlng t h e  school  yea r  195391954, there were 111 s t u -  
d e n t s  i n  high school. Ten teachers  were employed; t h i s  
number included t h e  super in tendent ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  and two 
t eechers  who spen t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  t h e  lower grades. 
Table I shows t h e  curriculum t h a t  was of fe red  i n  1953-1954, 
In 1961-1962 t h e r e  w e r e  340 s t u d e n t s  i n  Urbandale 
High School. Twenty t eachers  were employed i n  t h e  high 
school ,  excluding t h e  super in tendent  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  Ihe 
curriculum f o r  1961-1962 i e  presented i n  Table 11. 
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TABLE I 
URBANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL COURSE 
OF STUDY, 1953-1954 
Grade Required Courses E l e c t i v e  Courses 
Tenth 
Engl i sh  9 
Algebra 1 
English 10  
Algebra 
Biology 
World H i s t o r y  
Eleventh  American L i t e r a t u r e  
American H i s  t o r y  
Typing 1 
Twel f th  Speech 
S o c i a l  L i v i n g  
(1 semes te r )  
American Governwen t 
(1 semes te r )  
General  bus i n e s s  





Phys i c s  
Spanish  I 
Bookkeeping 
Typing I1 
I n  1953-1954, these e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  were 
a v a l l ~ b l e :  f o o t b e l l ,  b a s k e t b a l l  ( b o y s  end g i r l s ) ,  b a s e b e l l ,  
t r a c k ,  s t u 2 e n t  c o u n c i l ,  chee r l ead ing ,  d r s n a t i c s ,  voca l  music, 
and bend. I n  1961-1962, a l l  of t h e s e  were a v a i l a b l e ,  p l u s  
c ros s -coun t ry  t r e c k ,  w e r e s t l i n g ,  s o l f ,  Den c l u b ,  d r i l l  team 
( g i r l s )  , s c i e n c e  c l u b ,  and Future  Teachers ,  
TABLE I1 
URBANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL COURSE 
O F  STUDY, 1961-1962 





Algebra I o r  
General Math- 
ematics 
Physical  Education 
English 10 
World History 
Typing 1 (1 semester) 
Physical  Education 




Lat in  I 
Spanish I 
Homemaking I 
I n d u s t r i a l  Arts 
(Mechanical Drawing 
and Woodworking) 
A r t  
Geometry 
Biology 
La t in  I 
Spanish I and I1 
Eookkeeping 
Eomemaking I1 
I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  
(Woodworking and 
e l e c t r i c a l  shop) 
Driver Educetion 
A r t  
Algebra I1 
Chemistry 
Physical  Science 
Lat in  I and I1 








Homemaking I1 and 111 
I n d u s t r i ~ l  Arts 
(Wooduorklng and 
Blue P r i n t  Besd- 
ing)  
J o u r n ~ l i 6 m  
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TABLE I1 (CONTINUED) 
G r a d e  Required Courses E l e c t i v e  Courses 
Eleventh Art 
Twelfth Speech Mathematics IV 
English L i t e r a t u r e  Physics  
o r  English X I 1  Phys ica l  Sc ience  
American Government Spanish I and I1 
S o c i a l  Problems Bookkeeping 
(1 Semester of  Shorthand I1 
each of  t h e s e )  Off I c e  P r a c t i c e  
Phys ica l  Education Economics 
(1 semester )  
World Geography 
(1 semester)  
Homemaking I11 
I n d u s t r i a l  Arts 
(Woodworking and Badlo 
and E l e c t r o n i c s )  
Journal ism 
A r t  
Latin I and I1 
137 graduates  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s  from 1954 t o  1958 
were chosen f o r  t h i s  survey. By t e rmina t ing  t h e  survey w i t h  
the c l a s s  o f  1958, t h e  people surveyed had been o u t  o f  high 
school  long  enough to  have become somewhat s t a b i l i z e d  I n  
t h e i r  eduoationa$ and voca t iona l  choices .  O f  t h e  137 in-  
d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v d  i n  t h e  inves t l g a t i o n ,  addresses  were 
obtained f o r  133 by u s i n g  t h e  s o h o o l t s  permanent recorcds and 
by oontaot ing  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r ienda .  
The method of con tao t ing  the graduates  w a s  through 
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t h e  use of  a quest ionnaire valida.ted on the  bas i s  of  expert  
opinion.1 Twenty problem areas  covered by the  quest ionnaire  
included items re la ted  t o  loca t ion  and mar i t a l  s t a t u s ,  employ- 
ment, f u r the r  education and t r a in ing ,  school inf luences ,  and 
personal  i n t e r e s t s ,  with a t  l e a s t  one question pe r t a in ing  to 
each problem, Enclosed with t h e  quest ionnaire was a return 
envelope and cover l e t t e r  expla ining the  purpose of t h e  
study.2 A reminder card w a s  s en t  t o  those  who had no t  
returned the  form within one month, 
Of the 133 quest ionnaires s e n t ,  105 were returned,  
These returned forms were group& according t o  t h e  year of 
graduation and the  sex o f  t h e  graduates.  Data were then 
tabulated and analyzed. 
The information concerning the  community w a s  obtained 
through personal interviews w i t h  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  The infor-  
mation about t h e  school w a s  secured from school records, 
I V .  LIHITATIONS 
Accon3ing t o  research done by  Bothney, the  general  
conclusion waa t h a t  incomplete samples of  populations i n  
]see Appendix B f o r  a oopy of the  questionnaire. 
2 ~ e e  Appendix A f o r  t h e  cover l e t t e r .  
follow-up s tud ie s  yield responses that are biased on t h e  
favorable s ide ,  1 
Another l imi t a t i on  i s  the  v a l i d i t y  of  the  r ep l i e s .  
There a r e  many f ac to r s  opera t ing on an individual  a t  a l l  
times, possibly without a person being aware of it. The 
v a l i d i t y  of r e p l i e s  can there fore  be questioned t o  a degree, 
Nevertheless,  t he  r e p l i e s  represent  the opinions of  t h e  
graduates of Urbandale, Iowa, High School during t h e  years 
1954-1958. 
SURVEY THE 
Change has always been the  outstanding charac ter is t lc  
of  American soc ie ty ,  The present  secondary school i s  t h e  
r e s u l t  of modifications which have been made over t he  years 
t o  meet demandu made on it. In  t h e  fu ture ,  o ther  changes 
w i l l  need t o  be made t o  enable t h e  schools t o  meet new 
d m n d s  end r e s p o n e i b i l i t i e s  .2 The adminis t ra tor  needs t o  
be aware of the  never-ending change, Mmonson, Roemer, and 
Bacon stated: 
I f  t he  high school 1s to  be an in t eg ra l  p a r t  of a  
dynamic soc i e ty ,  it must meet new r e s p o n s i b i l l t l e s  as 
they a r i s e .  In  t h i s  respect ,  it has lagged behind 
l ~ o h n  W. Rothney, Guidance Prac t ices  & Resulta 
(New York: Harper and Brothers,  1958),  p. 152, 
2 J. B. Edmonson, Joaeph Roemer, and Francis  L, Bacon, 
The Administration of t h e  Modern SeconCary School (New York: 
-
Macmillan Company, 1953), pp. 575-579, 
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many o t h e r  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  . . . 
Present-day problems a r e  caus ing educators  to examine 
t h e  o f f e r i ngs  o f  t h e  secondary schools  as never  before. 
They recognize t h a t  many o f f e r i ngs  are i n e f f e c t i v e  f o r  
a l a r g e  number of t h e i r  students.1 
So t h a t  a school can make necessary changes, it f i r s t  
must find ou t  and c l a s s i f y  t h e  needs and i n t e r e s t s  o f  i t s  
s tuden t s ,  Then it should organize i ts  program In  such a 
way t h a t  these  needs and i n t e r e s t s  are m e t .  This  may r equ i r e  
change i n  curriculum content ,  method, and equipment. The 
e f f ec t i venes s  of  t h e  school  w i l l  be judged on t h e  b a s i s  of  
how we l l  i t s  s tuden t s  a r e  equipped t o  t ake  t h e i r  p laces  i n  
a democratic socie ty .  The t h i r d  s t e p  i s  f o r  t h e  school to 
improve i t s  guidance program.2 
If indeed t h e  e f fec t iveness  of  a school i s  judged on 
how w e l l  I t e  s tudents  take  t h e i r  p l ace  i n  soc i e ty ,  i t  w i l l  
be necessary t o  know whe t  they are doing a f t e r  they  l eave  
school. Oouglasa pointed o u t  t h a t :  
A program of  l i f e  adJustment a t t end ing  t o  t h e  needs 
of  t h e  lnd lv ldua l  w i l l  need t o  fol low the  s t uden t  o u t  
I n t o  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s .  Only as t h e  school  
remains i n  touch w i t h  the poet-school experiences o f  
i t a  s tuden t s  w i l l  i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  f u l f i l l  i t s  b a s i c  
purpose.3 
3Harl R. Douglass (ed.) , Education fo r  L i f e  ~ d l u s t m n t  
(Nen York: The Ronald Press  Company, 1 ~ 1 0 r p T .  
The follow-up s t u d y  i s  one t echn ique  o f  keep ing  i n  
touch w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t  a f t e r  he  has l e f t  school .  Boeber, 
Smith,  and Ekickson f e l t  t h i s  t o  be  a ve ry  e f f e c t i v e  method: 
Few o t h e r  t echn iques  have been dev ised  t h a t  w i l l  
e n a b l e  a schoo l  t o  e v a l u a t e  i t s  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  past 
and t o  p l a n  f o r  each  ~ u p i l  c u r r e n t l y  i n  s choo l  t h e  
k inds  of  t r a i n i n g  b e s t  adapted t o  h i s  z b i l i t i e s  and i n  
t h e  amount c s l c u l a t e d  t o  deve lop  h i s  maximum u s e f u l -  
n e s s  t o  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  community, and soc i e ty .1  
C a r e f u l l y  ~ l a n n e d  and conducted follow-UD surveys  
can supp ly  t h e  answers t o  many i m p o r t ~ n t  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
schools .  The purposes  o f  such  a s u r v e y  a r e  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  
and improvement of  cu r r i cu lum,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
s c h o o l  ~ > o l i c l . e s ,  and gu idance  s e r v i c e s .  Assess ing  an  a c t i v i t y  
a f f o r d s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  de te rmine  t h e  v a l u e  and e f f e c t i v e -  
n s s6  o f  t h n t  a c t i v i t y .  The world measures t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  
fermer, t h e  merchant,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  worker by t h e  p roduc t  
o f  h i s  l a b o r ;  a ~ c h o o l ,  t o o ,  may de t e rmine  I t s  s u c c e s s  by 
exnmining i t s  product .  2 
In  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  g u i d ~ n c e  prosraw has  come +A 
be recognized 3s an impor t an t  pert. o f  t h e  t o t a l  s choo l  Fro- 
warn. Guidance s e r v i c e s  hive been s e t  up i n  s c h o o l s ,  pnd 
counse lo r s  have been h i r ed  t o  be10 s t u d e n t s  s o l v e  t h e i r  edu- 
c s t i o n a l ,  v o c a t i o n e l ,  end p e r s o n ~ l  p r o b l e ~ .  The s u c c e s s f u l  
'I3Iwnrd C.  Roebor. Glenn E. Smi th ,  an8 C l i f f o r d  E. 
E r i c k ~ o n ,  O r p n n l z ~ t l o n  4drn ln i s t rn t ion  - o f  G11IEnnc. 
S e r v i c e s  (Yew Yark: ?'cGr3w-Plll, 1 ? 5 < ) ,  p. 216. 
The Informnt lon  ~ e r v l c e  in G u i d ~ n c e  ( ~ h i c n u o :  gpnd F c P l ~ l l y  
-
and Cornp~ny, 1960), o. 302. 
s o l u t i o n  of some of  t h e s e  problems i s  evident  w h i l e  t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  i n  school. Other problems, o f  a long-range 
n a t u r e ,  w i l l  n o t  be resolved u n t i l  some time a f t e r  t h e  s tu -  
d e n t s  have l e z t  high school,  The t o t a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of 
t h e  guidance program cannot  be measured, t h e r e f o r e ,  u n l e s s  
some e f f o r t  i s  made t o  s e e  what  adjustments  s t u d e n t s  have 
made i n  t h e  post-high school  years. The importance o f  t h e  
follow-up s tudy i n  the  guidance program w a s  s t a t e d  by 
Humphreys and Traxler :  
An i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  guidance s e r v i c e s  i s  t h e  follow- 
up.. . , Without t h e  follow-up, counse l ing  i s  in-  
complete.. . . A counselor  who does n o t  f ind  o u t  what 
has happened t o  h i s  counselee i s  l i k e  t h e  phys ic ian  
who does no t  check upon whether h i s  p a t i e n t  recovered 
from an i l l n e s s .  Nei ther  Is p rov id ing  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s e r v i c e s  t h a t  'he should , l  
The auccess of t h e  follow-up survey depends upon a 
c l e a r l y  de l inea ted  s e t  of  ob jec t ives .  "The i n d i v i d u a l 1  s 
l i f e  is  more than ~ o c a t i o n a l , ~  s a i d  Chiaholm, "and n o t  a l l  
problems of  adjustment aooear on t h e  job. rn2 Follow-up 
s t u d i e s  should be comprehensive enough t o  touch upon al l  
f a c e t s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l t s  l i f e ,  v o c a t i o n 4  educa t iona l ,  and 
1 
J. Anthony Humphreys and Arthur E. T r a x l e r ,  Guidance 
Serv ices  (Chicago: Science Research Associatee,  195b) , p. 
2070 
2 L e e l i e  L. Chisholm, C u i d i n ~  Youth i n  t h e  Secondary 
School (New York: American Book Compsny, 1945), p. 2Q1. 
personal .  It should g ive  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  problems 
each person i s  fac ing  and t h e  adjustment he  i s  making. 
The follow-up survey w i l l  have l i t t l e  v a l u e  if i't i s  
n o t  us&. The information received from a follow-up survey 
can be employed c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  by t h e  admin i s t r a t ion ,  t h e  
counse l ing  s taf f ,  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  and t h e  s tudents .  Those on 
t h e  staff are given an oppor tuni ty  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  school ,  t o  judge t h e  curriculum of  the  school  and i t s  
e f f e c t  on t h e  fu tu re  l i v e s  o f  i t s  s tuden t s .  Teaching ob- 
j e c t i v e s  and techniques used i n  t e a c h i t g s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  may 
a l s o  be evaluated.  Information can be presented to the  s tu -  
d e n t s  now i n  school;  e.g . ,  how many graduates  a r e  i n  pro- 
f e s s i o n s ,  how many i n  s k i l l e d  l a b o r ,  e t c .  , thus  he lp ing  them 
t o  chooae a real is t ic  voca t iona l  goal.1 
A s tudy  o f  eurveys which have been made i n  va r ious  
schools  may b e  he lp f i l .  B e a r  and Weaver found, i n  a f o l l m -  
up survey of t h e  1954 graduates  of a l l  t h e  high schools  i n  
Oregon, t h ~ t  although 37 p e r  c e n t  o f  the  graduates  entered 
d e p e e - g r a n t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  more than one-half of  t h e s e  
dropped o u t  before completion. About onehal f  o f  t h e  graduates  
d i d  n o t  e n t e r  e i t h e r  a degree o r  a non-degree program. These 
r e e u l t a  pointed up t h e  need f o r  maintaining a balanced cur- 
.L Froehl loh ,  OJ. G., pp. 323-329. 
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riculum which would serve the  needs of young people enter-  
i n g  a l l  walks of l i f e ,  including a s t rong  secondary school 
program of a terminal  nature ,  including vocational .l 
Peters  made a survey of t h e  1956, 1957, and 1 9 9  
graduates of  Western Area J o i n t  High School, Mifflenburg, 
Pennsylvania. He used two ca tegor ies  i n  h i s  study: t h e  
present  vocational  areas  of t h e  graduates were either r e l a t ed  
o r  nonrelated t o  t h e i r  f i e l d  of prepara.tlon. H e  found t h a t  
ou t  of 49 graduates who have taken t h e  co l lege  preparatory 
course, 26 were i n  re la ted  f i e l d s  and 23 were i n  non-related 
f i e ld s .  H e  concluded t h a t  "not a l l  s tudents  have the a b i l i t y  
o r  f i nanc ia l  means t o  continue t h e i r  t ra in ing .  L e t ' s  no t  
fo rge t  the student  who wants t o  become p a r t  of our  labor  
economy and a l s o  make a success of l i f e .  m2 
Krueger and Langan, i n  t he  f a l l  o f  1955, conducted a 
survey of a c l a s s  which had graduated t h a t  sp r ing  from 
Northern I l l i n o i s  high school. The s t a t ed  purwse of  t h e i r  
study was t o  examine cur ren t  cu r r i cu l a r  and ex t ra -cur r icu la r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  l i g h t  of  t h e  pos t  high school a c t i v i t i e s  of a 
recent graduating c lass .  They found t h a t  45 per  cen t  of the 
graduates were a t tending echools of higher l ea rn ing  and t h a t  
4Ffll$rd. Baar and Glen Weaver, "A Follow up Survey of 
High School Graduates," Bul le t in  of N t i o n a l  Association a 
-T- Sacondary Sohool P r i n a i p ~ b r u a . r p ,  19 O ) ,  69-72, 
~ a m s  B. Pe te rs ,  "1s Your Follow-up Shoring?* The 
C l e a r l n ~  House (October, 1960), 101-102. 
43 per  c e n t  had f u l l  t ime  jobs. Some o f  t h e i r  recormendations 
were: n e i t h e r  v o c a t i o n ~ l  t r a i n i n g  o r  c o l l e g e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
should be n e g l e c t e d ;  group guidance  cou r se s  i n  occups t ions  
and employment would be v a l u s b l e ;  a freshman c o l l e g e - l e v e l  
c o u r s e  might b e  a d v i s a b l e ,  des igned f o r  t h o c e  who p l a n  t o  
a t t e n d  colle.ge.1 
S e v e r a l  follow-up s t u d i e s  have been made i n  o t h e r  Iowa 
schoo l  d i s t r i c t s .  Some o f  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  as i t  relates t o  
t h i s  survey ,  is  c i t e d  i n  t h e  following paragraphs .  
McBeth made t h e s e  conc lus ions  : 
1. The high schoo l  d id  l i t t l e  i n  s i d i n g  t h e i r  g r a d u e t e s  
t o  secure a job. 
2 ,  A l m g e  p e r c e n t a g e  gradua ted  w i t h o u t  any p l z n s  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e .  
3 .  Counsel ing and gu idance  s e r v i c e s  were i n s u f f i c i e n t .  
4. Greduates  had inadequa te  p a r t i c i p 8 , t i o n  i n  corn- 
munity s f f a i r s . 2  
The fo l lowing  conc lus ions  were mad2 by Zensen: 
1. The curriculum r e v i s i o n  need& f u r t h e r  s tudy.  
2 ,  There  was a need f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
g u l d ~ n c e  program. 
l ~ l h e ~ t  H. '(rueger and Gregory h n g a n ,  n E v a l u s t l n g  
the Curriculum: H e l ~ f u l  Xnformatlon Obtain& Through F o ~ ~ o w -  
up Study of Recent Grqduates ,  The C l e a r l n ~  House ( 4 ~ ~ 1 1 ,  
1958) , 480-484. 
' ~ i c h ~ r r l  E. McBsth, "A Follow-up Study o f  t h e  1949 
Grsdus t e s  o f  a Large and Smsl l  School  i n  Henry County, Iowan 
(Unpublished M ~ s t e r ~ s  thesis, Drake U n i v e r s i t y ,  D e s  F'olnes, 
Iowa, 19571, 75-56. 
3. A marriage and family r e l a t i o n s  course needed 
t o  be included i n  the  curriculum. 
4. A well-defined program which would he lp  t o  
prepare s tudents  f o r  f u r t h e r  education should be fn- 
cluded .1 
It may conclude from these  surveys t h a t  c e r t a i n  
weaknesses and needs which e x i s t  wi th in  a curriculum may 
be found by use  of a follow-up study of  high school graduates. 
1 Dale Lavern Jensen,  " A  Follow-up Study of  Wave* 
~ i g h  school G r ~ d u a t e s ,  Waverly, Iowa, 1950-1957 (unpub l l shd  
Raster's t h e s i s ,  Drake Universi ty,  Des Yoines, Iowa, 1958), 
64. 
CHAPTER I1 
PRESENTATION OF THE RESULTS OF 
THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONNAIRE 
The r e s u l t s  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  were t abu la ted  wi th  
both numbera and percentages o f  persons answering each 
quest ion.  There were 105 Urbandale High School graduates ,  
56 men and 49 women, who answered t h e  ques t ionna i re  used i n  
t h i s  study. The percentages were computed from t h e  number 
of  graduates  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  survey. Some graduates  
gave more than  one answer t o  some of  t h e  ques t ions ,  
I. ADDRESS AND MABITAL STATUS 
Table I11 shows t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  people i n  t h i s  
eurvey. Thirty-one, o r  55.4 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men and 34, 
o r  69.4 per cent, of t h e  women gave Des Hoines addresses. 
F i v e  men, o r  8.9 pe r  c e n t ,  and 5 women, 10.2 p e r  c e n t ,  
l i v e d  elsewhere i n  Iowa. Nine, o r  16.1 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  the  men 
and 10, o r  20.4 p e r  c e n t ,  of  t h e  women l ived  o u t s i d e  the  s t a t e  
o f  Iowa. Eleven, o r  19.6 per cen t ,  o f  the  men were i n  
m i l i t a r y  servioe, 
Data i n  Table I V  show the  marital s t a t u s  o f  t h e  grad- 
u a t e ~ .  Twenty-four, o r  42.8 per c e n t ,  of t h e  men w e r e  s i n g l e ,  
as were 1 2 ,  o r  24.5 p e r  c e n t ,  of t h e  women, T h i r t y ,  o r  53.6 
par c e n t ,  of the  men were married,  and 33, o r  67,3 per cent, 
of the women were married. Two men, o r  3.6 per cent ,  and 
4 women, o r  8.2 per cent,  had been divorced; one of these 
men and two of the  women were remarried, 
TABLE I11 
LOCATION OF 56 KEN AND 49 WOMEN GRADUATES, 
URBANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL, 
1954-1958 
Address 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 Total  Per Cent 
M F  N F  M F  M F  M F  M F M F 
Local 3 3 7 8 5 9 8 3 8 11 31 34 55.4 49.4 
- - - - -  - . - 
I n s t a t e  0 0  3 1  0 3  2 0  0 1  5 5 8.9 10.2 
Out of 
S t a t e  2 0 2 3  1 2  2 3  2 2  9 1 0  16.120.4 
Mili tary 
Servioe 3 0 0 0  1 0  2 0 5 0 1 1  0 19.6 0.0 
rn-+-l a ? i 1 r, i l r  1  L i c  1 1 ~  r L  ha i n n  n im n i 
Data compiled i n  Table V concerning the employment 
s t a t u s  of the 1954-1958 graduates show that none of them 
were unemployed a t  the time of the survey. Bnployed fill 
time were 38, or  47.9 per cent,  of the men and 28, o r  57.1 
per oent, of the women. Seven, o r  12.5 per cent of the men 
TABLE I V  
HARITAL STATUS OF 56 M E N  AND 49 WOMEN GRADUATES, 
URBANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL, 
1954-1958 
Marital 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 Total  P e r c e n t  
S t a t u s  M F  M I ?  M F  M F  M F  M F I! F 
Single  1 0  2 2 4 4 5 1 1 2  5 24 1 2  42.8 24.5 
Married 7 2 8 1 0  3 9 9 4 3 8 30 33 53.6 67.3 
Widowed 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 
D i v o r c e d 0 1  1 0  0 0  0 1  0 0  1 2  1.8 4.1 
S e p a r a t e d 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 
Remarried0 0 1 0  0 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 1.8 4.1 
Tota l  8 3 12  12 7 14  14 6 1 5  14 56 49 100.0 1W.O 
were i n  schobl f u l l  time; none of t h e  women were In  school. 
Eleven men, o r  19.6 per  cen t ,  were i n  mi l i t a ry  service.  
Twenty-one, o r  42.9 per  cen t ,  of the  women indicated they 
were housewives. Sixteen of t he  woman who were married 
were a l so  employed f u l l  time, 
T a b l e  VI: shows the  type of work engagsd In by the  56 men 
and  49 women i n  the survey, Professional ,  semi-professional, 
and managerial occupatlons account f o r  16, o r  28.5 per  cent ,  
of t he  men; 6, o r  12.3 Der cen t ,  of t h e  women were i n  t h i s  
c l a se i f i ca t l on .  The second l a r g e s t  group of men, 11, o r  19.7 

TABLE 111 
TYPE OF WORK ENGAGED IN A S  REPORTED BY 56 MEN 
AND 49 WOMEN GRADUATES OF UBSANDALE, 
IOWA HIGH SCHOCL, 1954-1958 
Type of 9 1955 1956 1957 5 8  Tota l  P e r  Cent 
Work M F  M F  M F  M F  M F  M F M 
Professlomil 
semi-profes- 
e lona l ,  and 
managerlal 2 0  5 2 2 2 3 0 4 2 16 6 28.5 12.3 
C l e r i c a l  
and Sales  1 1 0 3 2 6 2 4 0 6 5 26 8.9 40.8 
Service 0 0  2 0  0 0  3 0  1 1  6 1 1 0 . 7  2.0 
Sk i l l ed  
and semi- 
s k i l l e d  1 0  3 0  1 0  3 0  3 1 J 1  1 19.7 2.0 
A r m &  
Servicee 3 0  0 0  1 0  2 0  5 0 1 1  0 19.7 0.0 
In Collage 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 7 0 12.5 0.0 
Housewife 0 2  0 7 0 6 0 2 0 4 0 2 1  0.0 42.9 
T o t a l  8 3  12 12 7 14  14 6 15  14 56 49 100.0 100.0 
o f  t he  woman f e l t  t h a t  they were "extremely wel lm prepared. 
A t o t a l  of 37,  o r  66 per cen t ,  of the  men and 32, o r  65.3 per  
cen t  of the  women answered e i t h e r  m W e r a t e l y  w e l l n  o r  " f a i r l y  
wel l"  prepared. Six, o r  10.7 per cen t ,  of the  men and 4, o r  
8.2 per cent, of the  women f e l t  t h a t  they had been gpoorlym 
prepared o r  "not a t  a l l n  prepared. 
TABLE V I I  
EXTENT TO W H I C H  HIGH SCHOOL T R A I N I N G  PREPARED FOR 
JOBS HELL 56 MEN MTD 49 WOFEM GRALWATa 
OF URBANDaE,  IOWA,  H I G H  SCHOOL, 
199-1958 
Extremely 
Well 1 2  3 2 1 2  5 3 1 2  11 11 19.722.b 
Moderately 
Well 4 1 3 6 4 8 2 3 6 5 19 23 33.946.9 
F a i r l y  
Well 3 0  6 3  b 2  3 0 6 4 1 8  9 3 2 . 1 1 8 . a  
Poorly 0 0  0 0  0 1  1 0  0 1  1 2  1 . 8 4 . 1  
Not A t  
A l l  0 0  0 1  2 1  1 0  2 0  5 2 
No R e s -  
ponse 0 0  0 0  0 0  2 0  0 2  2 2 
8 3 12 1 2  7 14 14 6 15 14 56 49 l O @ . O  l~0.0 
The methods used i n  ob t r in lng  em~loyrnent Rre ?resented i n  
Table V I I I .  Kore men and women foune t h e i r  jobs tkernselves than 
by any other  method. Thir ty-s ix ,  o r  64.3 per c m t ,  of the men 
snd 1 2 ,  o r  24.5 per cent ,  of the women Indicated t h i s  to be the  
case. The women s t a t ed  t h a t  the employment agency was used by 
8 ,  o r  16.3 per cent ,  of  t-hem, The newspsner was the  method 
used by 7 ,  o r  14.3 per cen t ,  of the  women. Five, o r  8.9 per  
22 
Per cent ,  of the men l i s t e d  friends. Family was l i s t e d  by 4, 
o r  7.2 per cent ,  of the men. Threemen, o r  5.3 per cent,  in -  
dicated t h a t  school officials had helped them obtain t h e i r  jobs; 
no women l i s t e d  t h i s  method, 
TABLE VIII 
METHOD OF OBTAINING EMPLOYMENT AS REPORTED BY 
56 M E N  AND 49 WOFEX GRADUATES, 
URBANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL, 
1954-1958 
Method 1954 1955 1956 1957 1 Total P e r c e n t  
M F  M F  r ! F  F F  M I ?  P F ! F 
- - - - - - -- - - -- - -- - 
Family 0 1  1 0  1 0  1 1  2 0  4 2 7.2 4.1 
F'r i end 1 0  2 0  1 1  0 1  1 2  5 4 8.9 8.2 
Employ- 
men t 
Agency 0 0  1 1  0 2  1 2  0 3  2 8 3.6 16.3 
School 
O f f i c l a l a O  0 1 0  0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 5.3 0.0 
Found It 
Myself 7 0 6 4 5 4 8 0 10 4 3 6  12 64.3 24.5 
Other 0 0  0 1  0 1  1 0  0 0  1 2  1.8 4.1 
No 
Response 0 1 1 4 0 4 0 1 2 4 3 1 4  5.3 28.5 
Total  8 3 1 2  12 7 1 4  14 6 1 5  1 4  56 49 100.0 100.0 
Data i n  Table IX ahow t h a t  5, o r  8.9 per cent,  of the men 
h e l d  posi t ions  exactly l i k e  t h e  ones they wanted when they 
graduated. F l f teen ,  o r  26.8 per cent ,  of t h e  men h e l d  jobs 
c lose ly  re la ted  t o  t h e  type of  work they wanted. F i f teen ,  
o r  26.8 per  cen t ,  of the men stated t h a t  the i r  jobs were not  
r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  ones t h e y  wanted a t  gra,duation. Fourteen, o r  
25 per  cent ,  of the  men reported they d i d  not have a plan when 
they graduated, O f  t h e  women, 10, o r  20.4 per cent ,  had exactly 
t he  Jobs they wanted a t  graduation, and 13, o r  31.8 per cent ,  
were closely  r e l a t ed ,  Nine, o r  18.4 per cent ,  o f  the  women 
were i n  occupations no t  related t o  the work desired at graduat- 
ion. Eight,  o r  16.3 per cent, of t h e  women d i d  not have a plan 
when they graduated. 
TAEZE M 
DEt;REZ OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WORK SECURED AVD WOaK 
DESIREXI AS BEPO3TED 9Y 56 "1 AXXI 49 WoPEX 
CRADUATES, U913fi?DALE, IOWA, 
H I G H  SCHOOL, 1954-1958 
Extent of 19 1955 J.A, 1957 1958 Total Perm 
Beletionship M F M F Y i? Y F Y F F F Y 
Di&nl t  Have 
Plan 1 1  5 1  1 2  3 1  4 3 1 4  8 2 5 , 0 1 6 . 3  
Not Related 5 0 3 0 2 3  1 2 4  4 1 5  9 26.8 18.4 
Closely 
Belated 0 0  3 5 2 4  6 1  4 3 1 5 1 3 2 6 . 8 2 6 , 5  
Exactly the  
Job 1 Wanted 1 2 1 4  0  3 3 0 0  1 5 10 8.9 20a4 
No Response 1 0 0 2 2 2 1 2 3 3 7 9 12.5 18.4 
mtal  8 3  1 2  1 2  7 14 14 6 1 5 1 4 5 6  49 103.0 100.0 
24 
Data i n  Table X show t h a t  23, o r  41.1 per  cen t ,  of  t he  
men were we l l - sa t i s f i ed  and 16,  o r  28.5 per  c en t ,  were moderately 
s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  work they were doing. Nine, o r  16.1 pe r  c en t ,  
o f  t h e  men expressed d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e i r  work. Twenty- 
e i g h t ,  o r  57.2 pe r  c en t ,  of  t h e  women were we l l - sa t i s f i ed  wi th  
what they were doing, end 1 2 ,  o r  24.5 pe r  cen t ,  were moderately 
s a t i s f i e d .  No woman sa id  she  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  he r  job. 
One man, 1.8 per  cen t ,  and one woman, 2 pe r  c e n t ,  said t h a t  
they  were i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e i r  jobs. 
TABLE X 
DZGBEE O F  SATISFACTION I N  WORK SECURED AS REPORTED 
BY 56 KEDJ .4ND 49 WOEEN GRADUATEX, 
URaAWDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL, 
1954-1958 
S a t i s f a c -  1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 To ta l  P e r c e n t  
t i o n  M F  M F  M F  M F  F h? F Y F 
Well 
Sat18 f l e d  
Moderately 
Sa t i a f i eU 1 0 5 2 3 3 4 2 3 5 16 12 28.5 zb*5 
I n d i f -  
f e r e n t  0 0  1 1  0 0  0 0  0 0  1 1  1 - 8  2.0 
NoResponse l  0  0 2 2 2 1 1 3 3 7 812 .5  16.3 
To ta l  8 3 1 2  1 2  7 14  14  6 1 5  1 4  56 49 100.0 100.0 
111. FURTHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
Table X I  shows the t r a i n i n g  beyond high school  that 
was taken by t h e  Urbandale High School graduates ,  1954- 
1958. A t o t a l  of 36 men, o r  64.2 pe r  cen t ,  a t tended c o l l e g e  
f o r  some l eng th  of  time. S ix teen ,  o r  28.5 per c e n t ,  received 
a c o l l e g e  degree. Four o f  t h e s e  c o l l e g e  graduates  were work- 
i n g  toward a higher  degree.  S ix teen  women, o r  32.7 p e r  c e n t ,  
a t tended co l l ege ;  4,  o r  8.2 pe r  c e n t ,  of  them received degre- 
es. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  2 women, o r  4.1 p e r  c e n t ,  received t h e  
degree of  r e g i s t e r e d  nurse. One woman was t a k i n g  graduate  
work. For ty- three ,  o r  76.8 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men and 21, o r  
42.9 per c e n t ,  of the  women took some kind of  t r a i n i n g  beyond 
h i &  echool. 
Forty-two men and twenty-one women responded t o  the 
queat lon ,  "How w e l l  prepared w e r e  you by your high school 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  you at tended? The percentages 
a r e  based on t h e  number who answer'ed t he  quest ion.  Six, 
o r  14.3 per c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men and seven, o r  33.3 p e r  c e n t ,  
of  t h e  women f e l t  t h e t  academically they were prepared 
"extremely w e l l .  Twenty-two, o r  52.4 pe r  c e n t ,  of the  men 
end t e n ,  o r  47.7 per  cen t ,  of  the  women f e l t  t h a t  they were 
p r e p r e d  "moderately w e l l .  F a i r l y  we l ln  W a s  t h e  response 
wde by aeven, o r  16.7 p e r  c e n t ,  of  t h e  men and four ,  o r  19 
per c e n t ,  of t h e  women. Seven, o r  16.7 per c e n t  of  t h e  men 
TABLE X I  
EDUCATION OR TRAINIXG BEYONIT H I G H  SCHOOL A S  REPORTED 
BY 56 MEN AND 49 WOMEN GRADUATES, 
URBANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL, 
1954-1958 
Type of 9 5  9 1957 1958 T o t a l  Per  Cent 
T r a i n i n g  M F M F M F M F ?I F M F M 
Col lege  
Degree 3 0  4 2  1 1  4 0  4 1 1 6  4 2 8 , 5  8.2 
Some Col- 
l e g e w o r k  3 0 3 5 5 4 2 1 7 2 20 12 35,7 24.5 
R . N . D e g r e e O 0  0 0 0 1 0 0  0 1 0 2 0.0 4.1 
Correspond- 
ence, o r  
Business ,ar 
T e c h n i c a l 0 0  1 0  1 1  0 0  2 2  4 3 7 , Z  6.1 
M i l i t a r y  
S e r v i c e  
Schoole 2 0  0 0  0 0  1 0  0 0  3 0 5.1 0.0 
No 
Tra in ing  0 3 4 5 0 7 7 5 2 8 13 28 23,2 $7.1 
T o t a l  8 3 12 12 7 1 4  14 6 15 14 56 49 1 0 0 ~ 0  100.0 
ind ica ted  t h a t  they were poorly prepared academically;  none of 
t h e  women pave t h i s  response. 
In  answer t o  how w e l l    re pared they were s o c i a l l y  f o r  
c o l l e g e ,  forty-two men and twenty-one women responded. Eight  
men, o r  19 pa r  c e n t ,  and f i v e  women, o r  23.8 per  c e n t ,  answered 
"extremely well.Qe answer n m d e r a t e l y  w e l l m  was checked by 
twenty-two, o r  52.4 per  c e n t ,  of t he  men and t e n ,  o r  47.7 p e r  
c e n t ,  o f  t h e  women. Eleven men, o r  26.2 p e r  c e n t ,  and f o u r  
women, o r  1 9  p e r  c e n t ,  r e p l i e d  " f a i r l y  wel l .  One woman, 
o r  4.8 p e r  c e n t ,  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  s h e  had been poor ly  pre -  
pared s o c i a l l y .  One man, o r  2.4 per  c e n t ,  responded t h a t  
he  had n o t  been prepared a t  a l l .  
F o r t y  men and twenty women answered a q u e s t i o n  con- 
c e r n i n g  which h i ~ h  schoo l  expe r i ence  had been -nost upe fu l  
if t h e y  a t t ended  co l l ege .  Col lege  p r e p a r a t o r y  cou r se s  were 
f e l t  t o  be t h e  most ixseful f o r  e i g h t e e n ,  o r  45 p e r  c e n t ,  
of t h e  men and f o r  n l n e ,  o r  45 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  women who 
responded. Ext ra -c lass  a c t i v i t i e s  were c i t e d  by twelve,  o r  
30 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men and t h r e e ,  o r  15 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  
women. Three ,  o r  7.5 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men end f i v e ,  o r  25 
D e r  cerl t ,  o f  t h e  woven s a i d  t h z t  ~ e r s o n a l  a s s o c i s t i o n s  w i t h  
c e r t s l n  t e s c h e r s  were t h e i r  most u s e f u l  h igh schoql  expe r i -  
ence.  Les rn inp  t o  p e t  a l o n e  w i t h  o t h e r s  was l i s t e d  by f o u r ,  
o r  10 n e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men and t h r e e ,  o r  15  Der c e n t ,  of  
t h e  women. Counseling by f a c u l t y  members was t h e  response  
o f  one,  o r  2.5 o e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men; none o f  t h e  women msde 
t h i s  resnonse .  One man s a i d  t h a t  r equ i r ed  s t u d y  w r s  h i s  
wost usefr l l  exper ience.  Nope of  h i s  h igh  schoo l  exver iences  
were u s e f u l  t o  one man because of  t o o  l o n g  a ~ e r l o d  o f  time 
between h i ~ h  school  and co l lege .  
I V e  SCHOOL INFLUENCES 
Table X I 1  shows the  response o f  the  graduates  when they  
were asked t o  estimate the  va lue  o f  t h e i r  high school  t r a i n i n g  
by checking as "extremely u s e f u l , "  n f a i r l y  u s e f ~ l , ~  o r  "use- 
less" each of t he  sub jec t s  they  took whi l e  i n  high school ,  as 
w e l l  as t h e  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  which t h e y  p a r t i c i -  
pated.  The percentages a r e  f igured  f o r  each s u b j e c t  on the  
basis of the  number of  people who checked t h a t  s u b j e c t  as one 
they  had taken. 
These s u b j e c t s  were l i s t e d  by the  men as be ing  most 
u s e f u l :  Engl ish,  38, o r  69.1 pe r  c e n t ;  Speech, 31, o r  02 p e r  
c e n t ;  geometry, 22 ,  o r  57.9 pe r  c e n t ;  genera l  mathematics, 30,  
o r  o r  67.5 p e r  c e n t ;  chemistry,  16 ,  o r  61.5 per  c e n t ;  typing,  
33, o r  63.5 per c e n t ;  i n d u s t r i a l  arts, 13,  o r  50 per  cent.  
Those subJec te  l i s t e d  most f r ecuen t ly  as muse less"  by the  
men were f o r e i m  languap,  1 2 ,  o r  57.1 per cen t ;  a lgebra ,  11, 
o r  34 p e r  c e n t ;  biology, 13 ,  o r  27.1 p e r  cent.  
The women checked most f r equen t ly  these  s u b j e c t s  as 
mextremely u s e f u l n :  Ehgl i sh ,  37, o r  82.2 pe r  c e n t ;  speech, 
33, o r  71.7 pe r  c e n t ;  genera l  mathematics, 21 ,  o r  67.7 per  
0er.t; chemistry,  6,  o r  54.5 pe r  cen t ;  genera l  bus iness ,  17 ,  
o r  65.4 per c e n t ;  bookkeeping, 16,  o r  53.3 Per  c e n t ;  typing,  
32 ,  OF 71.1 per c e n t ;  o f f i c e  p r a c t i c e ,  16 ,  o r  72.7 p e r  cent .  
Those s u b j e c t s  termed "use lessn  by t h e  women were a lgebra ,  
15, o r  36.6 pe r  cent ;  geometry, 5 ,  o r  41.7 pe r  cen t ;  biology, 
17 ,  o r  40.5 pe r  cen t ;  fore ign  language, 14, o r  66.7 per  cen t ,  
shorthand,  1 2 ,  o r  40 per  cent .  
The ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  a c t i v 1 t l . e ~  estirnzted Hextremely 
u s e f u l O y  t he  men were dramatics ,  11, o r  50 per  c en t ;  stu- 
d e n t  counci l ,  10 ,  o r  45.5 per cen t ;  a t h l e t i c s ,  17,  o r  43.6 
pe r  cent. Nine, o r  56.3 per  cen t ,  of t h e  women l i s t e d  s t u -  
d e n t  counci l  as "extremely u s e f ~ l . ~  
TABLE XI1 
VALUE OF HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING I N  S P E C I F I C  S U B J E C T S  
AS REPORTED BY 56 YEN AND 49 WOMEN 
GRADUATES, URBANDALE, IOWA, 
HIGH SCHOOL, 1954-1958 
SubJect 
mgrm 1954 x2E 1956 u5z Zm Total -- Per Cent* 
M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
ENGLISH 
E 7 2 9 10 3 10 11 6 8 9 38 37 69.1 82.2 
F 1 1  2 2 2 2 1 0  6 3 12 8 9.1 17,8 
U 0 0 1 0  2 0 1 0  1 0  5 0 21,8 0.0 
LITERATURE 
E 4 1 3 4 o 4 1 1  1 1  9 11 17.3 25.6 
F 4 2 7 7 2 4 7 5 12 5 32 23 61.5 53.5 
U O O O 1 5 5 4 O 2 3 11 9 21.2 20.9 
SP&$ 
'3 5 3 8 9 2 1 0 8  4 8 7  31 33 62.0 71.7 
F 2 0 1 2  4 3 3 2 7 3 17 10 34.0 21,7 
u o o 1 1  1 0  o o o 2 2 3 4.0 6.6 
WORLD HISTORY 
E 4 O 4 1 1 2  3 1 3 1 15 5 28.9 11.9 
F 2 2 5 8 3 7 8 4 9 6 27 27 51.9 64.3 
U 1 0  2 1 3 3 2 1 2 5 lo 10 19.2 23.8 
AMERICAN HISTORY 
E LC 0 4 1 1 h. 3 1 4 2 16 8 32.0 18.6 
F 3 2 5 9 3 4 8 4 7 5 26 24 52.0 55,s 
3 3 1 1  2 5 8 11 16.0 25.6 u 1 1  1 1  
TABLE XI1 (continued) 
SubJect 1954 1955 1957 Total Per Cent 
















r'? F 1955 M F 1956 1957 F F M F 
1958 Total -- Per Cent 




E 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 4 0.0 19.0 
F 4 O 4 1 O 1 1 1  O O 9 3 42.9 14.3 
U 4 0 3 2 3 9 1 0  1 3 12 14 57.1 66.7 
GENERAL B U S I N E S S  
E 1 2  3 6 3 8 7 0 5 1 19 17 48.7 65.4 
F 0 0 2 4 3 4 5 0 6 1 16  9 41.0 34.6 
u 1 0  1 0  1 0  o o i 0 4 . '  o 10.3 0.0 
BOOKKEEPING 
E o 2 0 5 3 3 9 3 1 3  13 16 43.3 53.3 
F 1 1  3 3 2 2 3 0 5 5 14 11 46.7 36.7 
u 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 1  3 3 0 1 10.0 10.0 
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TABLE XI1 ( continued) 
Subject 
Degree 
1958 T o t a l  Per Cent --
M F M F M F 
BAND 
E 0 0 
F 0 0 
u 1 0  
VOCAL ms1c 
E 0 0 
F 0 0 
I1 1 0  
DRAFATICS 
STUDBIT COUNCIL 
E 1 0  
F 2 0 
u 0 0 
CHEERLEADINO 
E 0 0  
F 0 0 
u 0  0 
*Percentages in  each eubject based on the t o t a l  number who checked that s u b ~ e o t  W 
au one taken. e 
- ' *-- - 
---tdu3,3#svf# 3,qyW 
TabPe =I1 s b w a  tlre d e m  to rhleh $be mid&vicc 
L 
reesi~& in hi@ school L4 been holpml to the 195%-1958 
G&m%es, 3% was -s@ki-In&! In %be cuestionnzire mat 
W ~ ~ ~ B G E  Z B ~ S Z ~ %  % d f ~ ~ d ~ ~ l  by ~ F B C ~ P F G  GoX%T~S&QFE, 
s 3 ~ 9 % e ~  p m b l e ~ ~ ,  "E~tseseXy h e l p h l "  was cheek& by 35, 
szep~r*& %am he3pS; 8, or 14-3 per c-nt, disc'lase?! $ha% 
%bey h.&! f v e ~ ~  32%tIc hex?*; I, or h,8 pep cent, %he sea 
ss35 %bqt 1% 3'z-e =a2 be- M1pB.aI at all; Xf, or 19-5 per cent, 
heZp2bP* sas R p r M  by 37, OF 38-7 pep cent, of the women; 
89, ar 33-6 P ~ F  6a%, illidfcsM *soma hela"; 7, or la,a per 
c e n t ,  s a i d  t h e y  had "very l i t t l e  h e l p A ;  none o f  t h e  women 
said t h ~ t  guidance had n o t  been h e l p f u l  a t  a l l ;  10 ,  o r  20.4 per 
c e n t ,  s a i d  they  d i d n ' t  have any i n  school. 
Table  XIV shows t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which g radua te s  f e l t  t h a t  
h igh  s c h o o l  exper iences  had given them u s e f u l  informat ion i n  
s p e c i f i c  f i e l d s .  In marriage and family  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  8,  o r  
14.3 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  
area hed been "extremely u s e f u l R ;  23, o r  41.1 p e r  c e n t ,  f e l t  
t h ~ t  I t  had been nuseless .  Nine, o r  16.1 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  
men f e l t  t h e i r  exper iences  had been "extremely u s e f u l n  i n  
RDprecia t inn o f  t h e  beeuty In  musio, a r t ,  and l i t e r a t u r e ;  22 ,  
o r  39.3 p e r  c e n t ,  enswered t h a t  t h e s e  exper iences  were "use- 
THE DEGREE TO WHICH GUIDANCE WAS REPOalp) HELPFUL 
BY 56 EEN AND 49 WOMEN GSADUATES, 
UBBANDALE, IOWA, H I G H  SCHOOL - 
E x t e n t  1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 Tote1 Percent  
o f  Help M F  M F  M F  M F  M F  M F M F 
Extremely 
He lp fu l  5 2 5 7 1 3 5 1 5  17 26.8 34.7 
.. SomeHelp 3 2 2 1 3 3 3 2 1 0  7 21  1 5  37.5 30.6 
- 
Very L i t t l e  
Help 1 0  3 0  1 3  3 2  0 2 8  7 1 4 , 3 1 4 . 3  
Not Help- 
f u l A t A l l 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 o 1 0  1 o 1.8 0.0 
Dldnl t 
Have Any 
In  School  3 0 5 6  1 3  1 1  1 0  1110 19.6 20.4 
Total 8 3 12 1 2  7 14 14  6 1 5  1 4  56 49 100.0 100.0 
- - -- pp 
l e ~ 8 .  " With r eepec t  t o  g e t t i n g  a long wi th  o t h e r s ,  24, o r  42.8 
per c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men M i c a t e d  t h e i r  exper iences  t o  have been 
"extremely use fu l .  Twenty-five, o r  44.6 per c e n t ,  of t h e  men 
i n 2 i c a t e d  t h e i r  experiences t o  have been Rextremely u s e f ~ l . ~  
Twenty - f ive ,  o r  44.6 per  c e n t ,  of t he  men reported t h e  t r a i n -  
i n g  they had received i n  se l f -express ion  through speech and 
w r i t i n g  was "extremely use fu l .  " The women had "moderately 
u s e f u l w  8s t h e i r  most f requent  response in  most  o f  the areas. 
I n  t h e  m e a  o f  g e t t i n g  a long with o t h e r s ,  27, o r  55.1 p e r  c e n t ,  
'Qrlno 
m . . .  
m b a o  
N nrl 
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TA3LE X I V  ( c o n t  lnued)  
Field 1954 1955 1957 1958 T o t a l  Per Cent 
De-qr ee M F In F M F M F M F 
HOW TO "KEEP 
T J F "  IN A 
SCIENTIFIC 
WORLD 





N 1 0  
APPRECIATION OF 
THE 3EAUTY M 
MUSIC, ART, 
LITERATURE 
TASLE XIV (continued ) 
Field 1954 1955 1957 1958 Tot a1 Per Cent 
Degree E F M F M F M F M F M F 
ISTEUIGENT USE 
OF LEISURE 'ITFIE 
E 1 0  5 1 2 2 4 2 3 4 15 9 26.8 18.4 
I? 4 3 5 6 2 11 8 3 7 8 26 31 46.4 63.2 
U 2 0 2 3 3 1 2 1 5 0 14 5 25.0 10.2 
N 1 0  0 2 o o o o o 2 1 4  1.8 8.2 
GETTING ALONG 
'rlITH OTHERS 
I3 4 3 5 3 2 10 6 3 7 8 24 27 42.8 55.1 
F 4 o 6 R 4 4 8 3 8 5 30 20 53.6 40.8 
u 0 0 1 0  1 0  0 0 0 0 2 0 3.6 0.0 
N 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0.0 4.1 
SELF MPRESd 
S I O N  TFIROrJ!.;H 
SPEECH AND 
' rnITING 
E 4 2 5 5 1 7  7 3 8 8 25 25 44.6 51.0 
++ No R e ~ p o n s e  
40 
of  the women s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  experiences had been "extremely 
u s e f u l .  "enty-five, o r  51 per c e n t ,  of  t h e  women f e l t  t h a t  
what t h e y  had gained i n  se l f -express ion  through speech and 
wr i t ing  was llextreraely u s e f u l ,  
The  105  v a d u a t e s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  s tudy  
l i s t e d  comments and suggest ions  f o r  improvement of  t h e  s choo l  
Those most f r equen t ly  mentioned were as fol lows:  
more o r  better c o l l e g e  prepara tory  courses ;  courses which 
are more l i k e  t hose  i n  co l l ege ;  requirement of more math- 
ematics; b e t t e r  Ehgl ish  courses with s p e c i a l  emphasis on 
w r i t i n g ;  a b e t t e r  fo re ign  language program; and i n s t r u c t i o n  
i n  how t o  s tudy.  
Data concerning the  most d i f f i c u l t  problem m e t  s i n c e  
g r a d u a t i o n  are prssen ted  i n  Table XV. Fur ther  e d u c ~ t i o n  
W R S  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  problem f o r  t h e  men i n  t h i s  survey; 
it weR l i s t e d  by 25, o r  44.6 per c e n t ,  of  them. F i l i t s r y  
s e r v i c e  WRB cited by 6, o r  10.7 per  cen t ,  of  t h e  men. 
F u r t h e r  educa t ion  WBS l i s t e d  as the  ch ie f  ~ r o b l e m  by 7 ,  o r  
14.3 Der c e n t ,  of t h e  women. Five of t h e  men and e leven 
Women s t a t e d  t h a t  they had faced no se r ious  problems s i n c e  
g r a d u a t i o n ;  two men and e i g h t  women gave no response t o  
t h i s  q u e s t  ion.  
1 See A ~ p e n d l x  C for f ladus tes  comments and sugges t ions  . 
V. PERSONAL INTERESTS 
Data Compiled i n  Table XVI show the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  community affairs by t he  people i n  t h i s  survey. The 
g radua te s  were asked  t o  check as many items as appl ied t o  
them. T h i r t y - s i x ,  o r  64.3 pe r  c e n t ,  of t he  men and 30, o r  
61.2 per c e n t ,  of t he  women i n  t h i s  survey exercised t h e i r  
r i g h t  t o  vo te .  Church membership was repor ted by 39, o r  
69.8 per c e n t ,  of  t h e  men. The women repor ted t h a t  36, o r  
73.5 p e r  c e n t ,  were church members. A few graduates  were 
involved i n  Red Cross,  Boy o r  G i r l  Scouts,  YRCA or  YWCA, s 
s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  groups. 
TABLE XV 
KOST DIFFICULT PSOELFT MET SINCE GRADUATION 
BY 56 MEN AND 49 WCF!l3! GRADUATES, 
URaANDPLE, IOWA, HIGY SCHOOL 
1954-1958 
Problem 1954 19% 1956 1957 1 8  To ta l  Per  Cent 
P : F  F M F  r f F  r ? F  F F r? F 
Holding 
A J o b  0 0  0 0  0 0  0 0  0 0  0 0 0.0 0.0 
Making 
F r i ends  0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 1.8 4.1 
M i l i t a r y  
S e r v i c e  1 o 0 0  0 1  2 0  3 0  6 1 1 0 - 7  2.0 
Boy-Girl 
R e l a t i o n e  0 0 
TAEJLE XV (continued) 
problem 9 5 4  1955 1956 9 5  1 8  Total P e r c e n t  
p ' F  M F  M F  M F  M F M 
F 
Adjus t ing  
Fur ther  
Education 4 0 5 1 6 2 5 2 5 2 25 7 44.6 14.3 
Moral and 
S p i r i t u a l  
Values 0 0  2 0  0 0  0 0  2 1  4 1 7.1 2.0 
Other 2 2 3 7 1 7  4 1 5 5 15 22 26.8 44.9 
No 
Response 0 1 o 2 o 1 2 1 0 3 2 8 3.6 16.4 
PAP,TICIPATICN IN C O r n T I ' I Y  AFFADS AS REPO3TED 
9Y 36 Y E 3  AND 49 WOFEJ GRADUATES, 
UREPJDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOCL, 
1954-1958 
Community 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 Total  Per  Cent* 
Affair Y F  P I "  PMF : f F  F F  Y F F F 
Vote 6 3 1 2 1 1  4 1 1  11 4 3 1 3 6  30 64.3 61.2 
Active 
P a r t  In 
P o l i t i c a l  
C~mgaign 1 0 o 2 1 1  0 0 0 0 2 3 3 . 6  6.1 
Red Cross:  
Memberoqly2 0 o o 0 3 1 0 0 0 3 0 5.4 0.0 
Active ppr- 
t l c i p a n t  o 1 0 2 O O O 0 0 3 0 5.4 0.0 
TABLE XVI (continu&) 
ce&uTty 9 1955 9 5  1957 9 5  Total wj&& 
~ f f a i r  M F  M F  M F  M P  M F  M F M F 
BOY o r  
Girl Scoub 
~ e m b e r o W O 0  0 0 0 0 1 0  0 0  1 0 1 . 8 0 . 0  
Active Par- 
t l c ipan t  2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 5 1 8.9  2.0 
YMCA o r  
YWCA: 
Fernber-0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 3 1.8 6.1 
Active 
Par t ic ipant  0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 3 0.0 6.1 
Service 
Club: 
~ e m b e r o n l y 0  0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 5.4 0.0 
Active Par- 
t i c inan t  0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 1 3 2 5.4 4.1 
Church : 
Femberonly2 1 4 4  3 9 8 3 5  4 22 2 1  39.342.9 
Active Par- 
t i c ipan t  2 o 7 6 1 2 2 1 5 6 17 15 30.530.6 
Other 
Similar: 
Memberonly0 0  1 1  1 1  1 0  0 0  3 2 5 . 4 4 . 1  
A c t l v e  Par-  
t i o i p a n t  0  1 1 1 5 2 0 2 3 9 ? 16.1 18.4 
*Graduates were asked t o  check as many as applied to them; some 
grgduates checked several, o the r s  did not  check any. 
Tab le  XVII shows t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  of 
g r a d u a t e s  surveyed. Forty-SIX, o r  82.1 per  c e n t ,  of t h e  
men read  magazines;  49, o r  87.5 per  c e n t ,  read newspapers; 
26,  or 46.4 Pe r  c e n t ,  read books. Of t h e  women, 41, o r  
83.7 Pe r  c e n t ,  Yead magazines; 39, o r  79.6 per  c e n t ,  read 
newspapers ; 33, o r  67.3 pe r  cen t ,  read books. The men 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  43, o r  76.8 per  cen t ,  pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  s p o r t s  
and 40,  o r  71.4 p e r  c e n t ,  watched spor t s .  Twenty-six, o r  
53.1 p e r  c e n t ,  of t h e  women pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  s p o r t s  and 24, 
o r  48.9 per c e n t ,  xatched spor t s .  Watching t e l e v i s i o n  
occupied 37,  o r  66.1 p e r  cen t ,  of the  m e n  and 32, o r  65.3 
p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  women. Movies were reported z s  an a c t i v i t y  
by 38, o r  67.9 pe r  c e n t ,  of t he  men and 35, o r  71.4 pe r  c e n t ,  
of t h e  women. 
The Urbandale High School graduates were asked what 
occupa t ions  t h e y  hoped t o  follow as t h e i r  l i f e  work. Table 
XVIII shows t h a t  31, o r  55.4 per  cen t ,  of the  men were 
a l r e a d y  engaged i n  o r  were i n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  occupstlon 
t h e y  hoped t o  be t h e l r  l i f e  work. Sixteen men, o r  28.5 
p e r  c e n t ,  were no t  i n  t h e  occupation they hoped t o  follow. 
Nine men, o r  16.1  pe r  c e n t ,  were undecided about t h e l r  
f u t u r e  vooat ion.  Thi r ty -s ix ,  o r  73.4 pe r  c e n t ,  cf  t h e  women 
were s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p resen t  occupations. Nine women, 
o r  18.4 p a r  c e n t ,  were no t  i n  the  0ccupatlons they  ulshed to 
f ~ l l o ~ .  Four women, o r  8.2 per cen t ,  were undecided- 
TABLE XVII 
RECiZEATIObTSL INTERESTS .4S REPORTED BY 56 M E N  AND 49 WOKEN 
GFZADUATES, IrFIRANDALE, IOWA, HIGH SCHOOL, 
1954-1958 
Recreation 1954 1955 1956 1937 1958 Total  Per  Cent* 
F ? F  M P  ? ? F  M F  M F  M F M F 
Part ic loate  In 
sports 6 2  8 5  6 8 1 1 4 1 2 7 4 3 2 6  
Watch sports 5 2  8 4  6 9 1 0 4 1 1 5 4 0 2 4  
Reed : 
Kagazines 7 3 11 11 7 1 3  10 4 11 l o  46 41 
N W J S D ~ D ~ ~ S  8 2 1 2 1 1  6 1 3  10 3 13 10- 49 39 
Books 6 1  6 1 0  4 1 1  5 3  5 8 2 6 3 3  
Watch te levia lon 4 3  9 6  4 1 0 1 1 4  9 9 3 7 3 2  
Co t o  movies 5 3  9 6  2 1 2  1 0 5 1 2  9 3 8 3 5  
Go t o  dances 4 3  7 1 0  2 7  8 3  8 5 2 9 2 8  
Hand 1 craf ta 3 1  4 4  2 8  6 1  4 6 1 9 2 0  
Gard en ing 1 1  3 4  2 6  1 0  1 4  8 1 5  
Mheical a c t l v i t i e 8  1 0  4 6  3 1  2 2  2 4 1 2 1 3  
Loaf 1 1  2 3  1 1  4 0  6 5 1 4 1 0  
Other 1 1  2 5  0 6  1 1  3 0  7 1 3  
*Grnduate~ were asked to  check as many as applied. 
- ' .  . . -.. , ." 
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Of t h o s e  men who were not  engaged i n  the  jobs of t h e i r  
n i n e  hoped t o  e n t e r  the  profess ional ,  semi-profes- 
s iona l ,  o r  manager ia l  f i e l d ;  two wished t o  be i n  c l e r i c a l  o r  
s a l e s  work; two wanted t o  e n t e r  s e r v i c e  occupations; two were 
i n t e r e s t e d  In s k i l l e d  o r  semi-skil led jobs; znd one man wanted 
t o  buy a farm. Of t h e  n ine  women whose f u t u r e  plans  were d i f -  
ferent from t h e i r  p r e s e n t  occupations,  four des i red  t o  e n t e r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  semi-profess ional ,  o r  managerial occupations,  
and f i v e  wished t o  become housewives. 
CHAPTER I11 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, Ah'D SECOMME!JDATIONS 
I. SUMMARY 
The purpose of t h i s  s tudy  was t o  appra i se  t h e  cur- 
r i cu lum and t h e  educa t iona l  t r a i n i n g  offered b y  Urbandale 
~ i g h  School  as seen from t h e  p o i n t  of  view o f  i t s  r e c e n t  
g radua te s .  
The r e s u l t s  o f  105  re turned ques t ionna i re  were 
compiled and analyzed.  The following paragraphs a r e  a sum- 
mary o f  t h e s e  r e s u l t s .  
One h a l f  o f  t h e  graduates  stayed in  t h e  Des Poines 
a r e a .  L e s s  t han  o n e - f i f t h  had l e f t  t h e  s t a t e  of  Iov7a. 
Althouph fewer boys than g i r l s  were married, over ha l f  of  
e s c h  group were rnsrrled. S ix  of t he  group had been divorced,  
t h r e e  of t h e s e  people  had s i n c e  remarried. 
None of t h e  gr~dus te s  were unemployed a t  t h e  time o f  
t h e  eurvey.  Seven, o r  12.5  per  c e n t ,  o f  t he  Ten were i n  
Echo01 f u l l  t ime ,  ~ n d  11, o r  19.6 per  c e n t ,  of  t h e  Ten were 
i n  the armed services. Almost ha l f  o f  the  men Who were 
smployrd wrro i n  orof  e - s lona l ,  semi-professional  , o r  manager- 
i a l  m s i t i o n s .  A l m o ~ t  t h r e e - f o e h s  of t he  employed women 
were i n  c l e r l c ~ l  o r  s ~ l e s  occupations, with  t h e  mqjor i ty  of 
t h e s e  job8 b e i n g  c l e r i c e l .  Post  of t h e  men and women felt 
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t h e y  had been "modera te lyn  o r  * f a i r l y "  w e l l  p ~ e p a r e d  by t h e  
~ c h o o l  f o r  t h e  ~ 0 s i t i o n s  t h e y  h e l d .  lnsny of t h e  p a d u a t e s  
found t h e i r  j o b s  themse lves ,  w i t h  o n l y  3 men,  o r  5.3 p e r  
~ e n t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  that t h e  s c h o o l  had helped them s e c u r e  a 
job. Less t h a n  h a l f  t h e  men ware i n  p o s i t i o n s  c l o s e l y  
t o  o r  l i k e  t h e  Jobs  t h e y  wanted when t h e y  g radua ted ,  
but o v e r  h a l f  t h e  women were i n  such occupat ions .  
Al though  34 ,  o r  64.2 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  men s t a r t e d  
c o l l e g e ,  o n l y  16,  o r  28.5 p e r  c e n t ,  remained i n  c o l l e g e  and 
r e c e i v e d  a d e g r e e .  Only 16 women, o r  32.7 per c e n t ,  a t -  
t e n d e d  c o l l e g e ,  aqd 4, o r  8.2 per c e n t  o f  t h e s e  women r e c e i v e d  
d e p e e s .  F i v e  s t u d e n t s  were t a k i n g  g radua te  work. About 
h a l f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  they  were prepzred "moderately 
well," b o t h  ~ c s d e m l c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y ,  f o r  c o l l e g e .  Of t h o s e  
who a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e ,  27,  o r  45 per c e n t ,  f e l t  c o l l e s e  pre- 
p a r s t o r y  courses t o  be t h e  most u s e f u l  h igh  schoo l  ex?erience.  
Enelish, swech, g e n e r a l  mzthemztics,  chemis t ry ,  and 
t y p i n g  ware s u b j e c t s  found t o  be W x t r e ~ e l y  u s e f u l m  by b o t h  
men and womerl, The pen f e l t  geometry was "extremely useful, 
nnd t h e  woven t h o u r h t  *general  b u s i n e s s ,  boohkeeoing, and 
o f f i c e  prac t ice  were "ext remely  u s e f u l . "  Over h a l f  o f  bo th  
t h e  nen nnd women f e l t  t h n t  t h e l r  f o r e l m  language t r a i n i n g  
WRB nuuseless,m 
C o u ~ s e l l n ~  b y  t h e  h iph sohorn1 f a c u l t y ,  c o u n s e l o r ,  and 
P r i n c i p a l  was f e l t  t o  be "extremely h e l p f u l n  o r  of  "some 
f i rs t  three Years represen ted  by t h i s  survey,  t h e r e  was no 
~ o u n s e l o r  employed by t h e  School;  18, o r  17.1 per c e n t ,  grad- 
uates of  t h i s  pe r iod  repor ted  they  d l d n l  t have any counse l ing  
i n  schoolm bring t h e  l as t  two yea r s ,  a counselor  was given 
two p e r i o d s  r e l e a s e d  time; 3 s t u d e n t s ,  o r  2.8 p e r  c e n t ,  i n  
these two yer .rs  r e p o r t e d  they d i d n ' t  have  any guidance In  
school .  
 bout h a l f  f e l t  t h e  he lp  and information they  had r e -  
cs lon  c e i v e d  In g e t t i n g  along w i t h  o t h e r s  and. i n  s e l f - exp reub  
th rough  speech and w r i t l n g  was "extremely useful. I n  mar- 
r i ~ p e  and f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  n e a r l y  ha l f  the men f e l t  the 
i n f o r m s t i o n  had been n u s e l e s s m  
Further e d u c s t i o n  was the most d i f f i c u l t  problem met 
s lnce  madust ion  by t h e  p ~ . r t i c l p s n t s .  S ixteen ?eople, o r  
15.2 per cent, f e l t  t h ~ t  hey  hsd  had no s e r i o u s  problems; 
1 9  neOole ,  o r  9.5 ner c e n t ,  d i d  n o t  respond. 
S i x t y - s i x ,  o r  62.8 p e r  c e n t ,  of the  graduates  exer-  
C I S &  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  vote .  It should be noted t h e t  29 of  
the 105 psople  who r e t u r n e d  t h e  ouestlonnaire were i n  t h e  
c l r s s  o f  1958, moat of  whom were t o o  youne t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  
1960 election. S e v ~ n t y - f l v e ,  o r  72.4 per  c e n t ,  of t h e  
F * d w t e a  were church membere, w i th  a l i t t l e  less than half 
of these ~ e t l v e  ppr t l c l?~nt s  i n  church ~ c t i v l t i e s .  Very few 
P ~ R ~ u R ~ ~ B  t o o k  p ~ r t  i n  any o t h e r  c o m ~ n l t y  s c t i v l t i e s .  
Remdlnp, r s ~ o c l n l l y  of  r n a ~ ~ z l n e 6  newsPaDers, wss 
t h e  moat rrsqucntly l i ~ t o d  l e i s u r e  time ~ c t l v l t y .  P ~ r t i o -  
and going t o  movies was t h e  second most popular w i t h  the  
women. 
More than  half' t h e  graduates were a l ready  i n  t h e  
o c c ~ p a t i o n s  which they hoped to follow as t h e i r  l i f e  work. 
Nine men, o r  16.1  per c e n t ,  and 4 women, o r  8.2 per  cen t ,  
were s t i l l  undecided as t o  t h e i r  fu tu re  vocat ional  glans. 
11. CONCLUSIONS 
The fo l lowing  conclusions can be drawn from t h i s  
s tudy:  
1. Many o f  t h e  Urbandale High School graduates 
s tayed  i n  t h e  Des Molnes a rea ,  probably beczuse 
of t h e  many Job oppor tun i t ies  i n  a c i t y  of  t h i s  
elza. 
2. Unamployrrrsnt was not  a problem for these  graduates.  
3. Most of t h e  women were em~loyed i n  c l e r i c a l  posi-  
t i o n ~ ;  many of them went t o  these Jobs d i r e c t l y  
from high school ,  without any f u r t h e r  t r a in ing .  
Those subJec t s  which r e l a t e d  to c l e r i c a l  posl- 
t i a n s  were termed most usefu l  by the women. 
4. The eehool  hnd l i t t l e ,  If anything, t o  do wi th  
s e c u r i n g  lobs  f o r  i t s  praduates.  
. FnntJ of t h e  men who s t n r t e d  t o  co l l ege  d m ~ d  
o u t  before  t h e y  completed t h e i r  work. 
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6. Very few o f  t h e  women attended co l l ege  o r  re- 
ce ived  any t r a i n i n g  beyond high school. 
7. Although many of t h e  s tudents  d id  not  know what 
their voca t iona l  f u t u r e  would be when they l e f t  
s choo l ,  most o f  them were s a t i s f i e d  wi th  the 
jobs  t hey  held and expected t o  s t a y  i n  these  
occupat ions .  
8, The gradua te s  were engaged i n  worthwhile l e i s u r e  
time a c t i v i t i e s .  
Some of  t h e  recom.endations f o r  curriculum mvi s ion  
that ~lsould be appa ren t  from t h i s  s tudy  a r e  changes t h a t  
h ~ v e  been mmde by t h e  adminia t r s t ion  of Urban?ele Biyh School. 
Here A r c !  s o m  of these a d d i t i o n s  and changes: 
1, A o n e - s e ~ e s t e r  course i n  c o l l a e e  prepara tory  
English i a  offered i n  twe l f th  p a d e .  Dnphasls 
%n t h l r  course  is  placed on co l lege- leve l  theme 
w r i t i n g .  
2. Four yews  of  mathematics a r e  o f fe red .  
3 .  TWO year8 of L e t i n  and hro years of Sp~nish a r e  
i n  t h e  curriculum. 
4. Women who have been t r a i n &  i n  t h e  two-year bus- 
i n e s s  e d u c ~ t l o n  course a r e  well-prepared f o r  
c l e r i c a l  work. 
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5. 4 c o u n s e l o r  i s  employed on a two- th l rds  r e l e z s e  
time basin, and by 1963-1964 w i l l  be on a f u l l -  
time basis. 
Some recommendations which should be cons idered  a r e :  
1. P r o v i s i o n  should  b e  made f o r  v o c a t l o ~ ~ a l  o r  tech-  
n l c a l  t r n i n l n g  f o r  t h o s e  men who do n o t  go t o  
c o l l e g e ,  p a r t i c u l s r l y  f o r  those  types  o f  employ- 
ment a v e i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Des Moines, a rea .  
2. A d d i t i o n a l  n r o v l s i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
shou ld  be made I n  many o f  t h e  courses .  
3. P o r e  women should be encouraged t o  go t o  c o l l e g e .  
4. G r e e t e r  emphasis  on t h e  t each ing  of  good s t u d y  
h a b i t s .  
5 .  S c h o l s s t i c  s t e n d s r d s  should be examined w i t h  a 
v iew  to r g i s i n g  them. The s t i ~ d e n t s  d e s i r e  
mester c h ~ l l e n , ~ e .  
6, F u r t h c r  r e s e a r c h  should be done to a i d  i n  a con- 
tlrrulrrg orokrnm o f  e v a l u a t i o n  and improvement 
o f  the schoo l .  
It woulc! seem t h a t  Vrbandslo 91gh School does  a 
re~nonnblr pnod job of n r e p a r i n g  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who go t o  
C O ~ ~ C P C ;  not e n o u ~ h  ii done f o r  t h o s e  who t c r m i n e t e  t h e i r  
c d u c ~  t i o n  w i t h  hlqh schoo l .  
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Dear 
I need y o u r  he lp - - fo r  two reasons .  
F i r s t ,  w e  a t  Urbanda le  High School want t o  answer 
t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  How c a n  w e  b e s t  he lp  t h o s e  who a r e  s t i l l  
i n  y o u r  s c h o o l ?  
S e c o n d ,  t h e  f i n a l  requi rement  f o r  my mas te r ' s  
d e p e e  i n  g u i d a n c e  a t  Drake U n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e  w r i t i n g  of  
a research paper. 
So, far both  of t h e s e  reasons ,  I * m  conducting a 
fol low-UD a t u d y  o f  those of you who p a d u a t e d  from Vrbsndale 
P i ~ h  S c h o o l  I n  1954, 1955,  1956, 1957, and 1958. P lease  
haln m e  bp f l l l l n a  o u t  t h e  enclosed q u e s t i o n n a i r e  an8 re- 
t u r n l n ~  it. t o  ma s~ aoon as poss ib le .  I c a n ' t  do t h i s  
w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l ~  of e a c h  one  of you. 
A l l  of your anawers w i l l  be s t r i c t l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  
B e s t  wishes ,  
A QUESTIONNAIRE TO GRADUATES OF 
URBANDALE HIGH SCHOOL 
1. Name 
G i r l s ,  if married give maiden name, too 
2. R e c e n t  a d d r e s s  
3. F a r i t a l  status 






4. mat are you d o i n g  Now? (Check as many as apply t o  YOU) 
Employed f u l l  time 
Employed part t i m e  
Unemployed, seek ing  work 
Armed s e r v i c e s  
Housewife 
In s c h o o l  f u l l  time 
I n  s c h o o l  part  t ime 
Othe r  (Explain) 
5 .  If you have taken education o r  t r a i n i n g  beyond high 
achoo l ,  p l e ~ s e  enswer questions 5 & 6. 
6. How w e l l  do you b e l l e v e  you were p r e p a r d  by your high 
s c h o o l  t r n l n l n g  l o r  t h e  l a s t 1  tu t lon  you st tended? 
Aoproxlmslx School  at- Coursb taken Deeree Remarks 
dates tend a3 Received 
Rorr. Zb 
Extrerrely r d e r a t e l y  Fairly Poorly Not a t  alL 
well  
C R l l Y  
Soci~lly I 
w e l l  
I 
well  
7 ~f you have  been g h i n f u l l ~  employed s i n c e  l eav ing  high 
s c h o o l ,  p l e a s e  answer:  ( I nc lude  time spen t  in armed 
services) 
8. How w e l l  d o  you b e l i e v e  you were prepered by your high 
s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  jobs you have held: 
Jobs D a t e s  Employer Pay Klnd of Reasons f o r  
ESrtremely w e l l  Nod e r a t e l y  w e l l  
F a i r l y  w e l l  Poor ly  
Not a% a l l  
he ld  
9 .  How d i d  you obtain your present posi t ion?  
I work done I leavine: I 
Family Friend Employment Agency 
School Officials Newspaper Pound it 
myse l f  0 t ~ ~ l a l n )  
10. To w h e t  extent l a  your bre~ent  Job  l i k e  the t,me o f  work 
you thoupht you would follow when you l e f t  school? 
D1dnl t h ~ v e  p l m  Closcl y r e l a t d  
Not  r a l n t s d  Exac t ly  t h e  job I wanted 
11. H o n r s l l  ua t l s f l&  ara you with Four present  job? 
Well antisfled Ind i f f eren t 
F o d e r a t e l y  s n t l s f i e d  Dissntlsf led 
12. What c b n p e e  o r  a d d i t i o n s  t o  Urbandale Bigh School do 
you feel would helo t he  s c h o o l  b e t t e r  prepere o the r  
s t u d  ents?  
13. Please estimate t h e  value o f  m u r  h lgh school  t r a i n i n g m  
Check o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  blanks f o r  each s u b j e c t  which 
YOU t o o k  and f o r  e a c h  a c t i v i t y  In  which you ~ a r t i -  
c i p a t e d .  
B t r e m e l y  
c ~ u n f i r l  
F a i r l y  
I .-- -n.-- Useless  
~ l ' c e r a 1 ; u r e  
Speech 
l lo r ld  H i s  t o r y  
American Pis tory 
American Government 
S o c i a l  P r o b l e m s  
.- 
Alqebra 
S e a m e t r y  
G e n e r a l  F a t h e m a t i c s  
,senera1 Sclence 
- -  
C h e m i s t r y  
P h y s i c s  
? o r e l . m  Lanp;uap;e 
Sener-1 2 u s i n e s s  
, 2 0 0 k k e e p i n ~  
TI1.m 4 n rr 
14. If you a t t e n d e d  collece a f t e r  p ~ d u s t l o n  Tram high school ,  
* ) l l ch  of y o u r  h l n h  s c h o o l  exoer lences  do you f e e l  were 
mst h e l n f u l ?  ( check  one)  
Colls~a ~ r e o s r ~ t o r g  c o u r s e s  
E x t r n - c l ~ e s  ~ c t i v i t i e s  ( n t h l o t i c s ,  bsnd, drema, ekm) 
L w r n i n u  t o  p e t  nlanp: with o t h e r s  
C o u n o c l l n p  b!r f s c u l t y  members 
Pcraonnl s s s o c l ~ t i o n a  w1t.h c p r t ~ i n  t e~chers -  
@*her (nmme) 
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15. TO what e x t e n t  has t h e  guidance YOU received beell 
h e l p f u l  t o  YOU? (Guidance here means, individual 
h e l p  by t e a c h e r s ,  counselors,  and principals  with 
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  v o c a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and s imilar   rob- 
lems) 
Ext remely  h e l p f u l  
I n  development  of 
s a l a b l e  s k i l l s  
In  Zeve lop ing  ~ n d  main- 
taining your h e a l t h  
S l v i c  and world 
a f fa i rs  
" s r r i e ,~e  end f ami ly  
r e l a t i o n s h i ~ s  
Yand l i n a  money 
:":OW to nkeao U D ~  in a 
s c l c n t l f i c  world 
16. To what e x t e n t  w a s  your high school experience useful 
i n  g i v i n g  YOU h e l ~  and information in the follor.ring 
f i e l d s ?  
mtremely 
1 ? 7 r ~ c i s S l @ n  of th* b c ~ u t y  
in  mu%lc, art, literature 
: ? t e l , L l ~ n t  uge of 
1e izure  time 
; c . t t l n ~  slnrln: w i t h  others  
3clf cxnreos i on  through 
speech and w r l t l n ~  
17. What WRB the most d l f f l c u l t  problem you have had to 
meet s l n s e  prsdurrtlng from hiQh school? 
Holdinq a job 
Mnklng f r i e n d s  
E i l i t n r y  s e r v i c e  
F o y - ~ i r l  r e l ~ t l o n s  
Ad Jun tinp; to rn~rrle?e- 
F u r t h e r  cduoat ion  
Porn1 and  pir ritual values- 
Other ( J , i s t  m y  others) ,-
Fairly Useless 
use fu l  useful  
. 
18. Have you been i n t e r e s t ed  enough t o  do any  of t h e  f o l -  
lowing s ince  nraduation f ram high school:  (check t h o s e  which you have done) 
V o t e  
~ ~ k e  an active p a r t  in a ~ o l l t i c a l  campaign 
Member o n l y  Active o a r t i c i n a n t  
-
Red C r o s ~  
a y  o r  G i r l  Scollts 
YMCA or YWCA 
Service  Club 
Church 
Other S i r n i l ~ l l  
19. What do you do most during your free time t o  re l sz?  (Answer a l l  t h a t  apyly) 
P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  spo r t s  (Name) 
Watch s p o r t s  (Name) 
Read : 
Magazines ( L i s t )  
New spa per^ 
Books (List any re& i n  past year) 
W~tch  t e l a v i s  ion ( L i ~ t  f a v o r i t e  grovars)  
Go to  mvleer 
Go t o  dftncee 
Handicrafts  (Do-lt-yourself projects) 
G s r d a n i n ~  
Yualcel n c t i v l t l e s  
Lonf 
O t h s r  (Nnrns) 
20. Whnt occupation d o  you hope to follow as your l i f e  
work? 
AP?ENDIX C 
Sugges t lons  and Comments f o r  the Imoporement of 
Urbandale H l g h  School by 105 Graduates, 1954-1958. 
1954 
1. Add such t h i n g s  as ar t ,  SWlmmlng, chemlatrp, 
f o r e  lgn language  t o  the c u r r i c u l u ~ .  
2. A g r a d i n g  system which might prevent extremely 
slow s t u d e n t s  from s lowing up the teaching plan. 
3 .  S n g l i s h ,  math, sc ience ,  and the humanities should 
be emphasized more. 
4, Quick, comprehensive reading should be taught. 
5 .  Eaphasize speech, as a b i l i t y  t o  speak I s  es- 
s e n t i a l  i n  everyday l i f e ,  
1955 
1. Th-e eaid  t h a t  s tudents  should be tausht p o d  
FJ tud y h ~ b 1  ts, 
2. Po- c o l l e ~ e  prepsra tory  courses* 
3 ,  Stricter c o l l e a e  prenaratory courses , es*clally 
in  s a c i n 1  ~ c l e n c ~ ,  Also R brasder bmcktrround In &glish 
and A m n r i c ~ n  l i t e r a t u r e .  
$. Vlphrr ncpder ic  s t ~ n 6 R l . d ~ ~  more themes and re- 
senrch pspclrs, qnd efisny t e s t s .  
5 .  Teachers  should not  show p n r t l e l l t y  and they 
ahould  m ~ k e  t h r l r  s t u d e n t s  willing find wanting to lenme 
6 .  Inoorpormta into ms Noincs* 
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7. ~0 b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  should  be more choice  i n  
8. More emphas i s  on t h i n k i n g  r a t h e r  than nmemrizlng. 
9. nore p r e - e n g i n e e r i n g  and sc lence  courses were 
wanted b y  two boys .  
10. More e f f o r t  i n  t h e  areas o f  Zhglish,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
math, and f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s .  
11. C o m o n  e v e r y d a y  laws and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s tandards 
which  e v e r y o n e  h ~ s  t o face. 
1 2 .  More e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d  be   laced on t h e  s tudent  
who is  ' n t  g o i n g  o n  t o  c o l l e g e  w i t h o u t  de-emphasizing t h e  
c o l l e g e  p r e p a r a t o r y  program. 
13. P r o v i d e  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between high school 
~ t u d e n t ~  on3 collem s t u d e n t s .  
14, Two wanted s d v a n c ~ d  Ehg l l sh  wi th  c o m o s i t i o n  
w r l  t l n ~ .  
15. A p l d ~ n c e  find counseling program i s  invalueble.  
16. Demand cr, yenr o f  i n t e n s i v e  L a t i n  s tudy ,  p lus  a t  
leas t  n yenr o f  a modern f o r e i g n  language. 
1956 
1. Mora b u s i n e s s  machines should be ava i l ab le .  
2. Extensive work I n  corenosition and term-?a?e* 
Wrltinr:  on n frsshrnnn c o l l e g e  l e v e l  was mentioned bJ' two* 
3. H ~ v a  counrrcllnp: by the f n o u l t ~ ~  
4. m ~ ~ n l z c !  R c o - o ~ e r ~ t i v e  o r  D X A  PI- 
6 6 
5.  prepa ra t ion  fop col lege  e n t r a n c e  and learning to 
s t u d y ,  
6 .  High school  was too  eaSY--more emphssis on learn- 
i n g  t o  s tudy.  
7. Teach more typin5,  shorthand, grammar, and spel- 
l i n g .  
8. Access t o  voca t iona l  t ra in ing  which would preDape 
t h e  s t u d e n t  f o r  employment. 
9 ,  More emphasis on athlet ics ,  
10, F i v e  people recornended t h a t  t h e  s choo l  o f f e r  more 
c o l l e e  p r e p e r a t o r y  courses.  
11, F ~ k e  t h e  s tuden t  work 2nd flunk him i f  he dosen l t .  
12, Expend t h e  physical plant .  
13. Fare homework nnd m-P reazing. 
l l c ,  A 5 r a m d e ~  c ~ ~ r r i c u l u r ? ,  provi?lr.g for  these who Co 
not w i s h  t o  m to college.  
1957 
1. G i v e  more personal at tent ion to s tuden t s .  
2. C f f ~ r  a second yeRr of t p l n g .  
3. *oYm collepr-tym c l ~ s s e s  were sug~ested by two. 
4. .4 b e t t e r  ~ c l a c t l o n  of courses. 
5 .  I " o ~ @  f ~ r e l , ~  l n n g u e ~ e s  and four years of book- 
keeping. 
6. Collc~o Drsnrr~topy courses should ~ncourRpe  
ntunentr  t o  row¶ fay pnd work w i t h  i d e n s  r ~ t h e r  thon J u s t  
t o  memorize f a c t s  and procedures, 
7. Four Years of msthemztics including analy t ica l  
geometry and ca lcu lus .  
8. ~ d d  more composition wr i t ing  In a l l  courses. 
9. S p e c i a l i z e  more i n  a reas  of In te res t ,  
10. Three people recommended col lege preparatory 
courses  . 
11. E ~ r l y  counsel ing on cs ree r s  ~ n d  colleges t o  
a t t e n d .  
12.  Fore t e c h n i c a l  t rades .  
13. F a i n t a i n  the  c lose  and personal contact between 
s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the case of tzlented 
s t u d e n t s .  
1958 
1. B e t t e r  English courses. 
2. 2equ i re  o r  encourage more rathematlcs, three 
3 ,  Fore commercisl subjects .  
4, Fore school clubs.  
5. Need more room an2 teachers.  
6 .  A b e t t e r  f o r e i c  language progam, w i t h  a t  l e a s t  
two yee r s  offered, $aid two. 
7. Make t he  ~ t u d e n t s  learn  how t o  study. 
8. Four 68 ld  t h e r e  should be more individual counsel- 
in& ebout  f u t u r e  work and educstion. 
9. G e t  and keep q u a l i t y  teachers ,  
lo College-type courses and i n s t r u c t i o n  with  essay 
t e s t s ;  give the people  l n  high school  at l e a s t  a sample of 
what t o  expec t ,  t h r e e  graduates  requested, 
11. A more r igo rous  s tudy progr8,m. 
12. A more complete study of  the  English language 
add a thorough knowledge of c l a s s l c  and modern l i t e r a t u r e ,  
13. More s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  more people l eave  col-  
lege because t h e y  c a n ' t  nske the  social change. 
14. Courses t h a t  d e l v e  i n t o  and t r e a t  what z1rea .d~  
is dfered more d e t a i l e d l y  and deeply.  
15. Arouse more i n t e r e s t  i n  s tud ies .  
16. J u s t  more of  t h e  Pam t h i n g ~ - - ~ r l g o r ~  could not 
be overdone. 
17. Have more m s t h  courses  a s  ren,ulred subJects .  
18. Fore c o l l e g e  prepara tory  courses.  
19. Raise t h e  s choo l1  s s c h o l e s t i c  s tandsrds. 
20. More emph~sis on homework. 
21. Better and more i n t e n s i v e  s o c i a l  Courses* 
22. Courses dealing with the fine arts .  
